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Abstract

Introduction: Anastomotic fistulas after surgery for esophageal cancer, remain a challenge for both
the surgeon and the gastroenterologist. The aim of the study is to highlight the role of esophageal
stenting in the management of leaks after esophagectomy for malignancies.

Materials and Methods: We reviewed the available literature on the endoscopic treatment of
esophageal anastomotic leaks, especially articles on endoscopic stenting in the management of this
complication. Pubmed and ClinicalKey databases were searched using keywords such as esophageal
anastomotic leaks, fully covered self-expanding metal stents, esophageal neoplasm. The relevant
literature has been reviewed and included in the article.

Results and Conclusions: The insertion of self-expanding stents in the fistulas of the esophageal
anastomosis, represents an efficient method of treatment both for the closure of the fistula and in
the control of sepsis. The morbidity and mortality associated with this method of treatment may be
significant.
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