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Abstract
Introduction:  We are presenting the experience of our centre with the surgical treatment of breast
cancer, by comparing the use of axillary node dissection with sentinel lymph node biopsy (SNLB).
Methods:  We have made a retrospective analysis of breast cancer cases in the Surgical Oncology
Clinic  no.  1,  "Alexandru  Trestioreanu”  Oncology  Institute,  Bucharest,  in  the  period  between
December  2019  and  December  2020.  We  are  presenting  the  situations  in  which  axillary  node
dissection can be replaced with SNLB and the limitations of this method. 
Results: Although the use of SNLB has advantages compared to axillary node dissection, it is limited
by the early detection of breast cancer and by the necessity of adding axillary dissection to surgical
treatment in the case of positive SNLB.
Conclusions: The  replacement  of  axillary  node  dissection  with  SNLB  is  a  desideratum  for  the
following  decades  in  view  of  an  optimal  treatment  of  early-stage  breast  cancer,  with  fewer
postoperative complications and a better life quality. 
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