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Pancreatic cancer complicated by splenic infarction and abscess 
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Abstract  

Pancreatic tail adenocarcinoma is both a diagnostic and therapeutic challenge. Despite technical and 

therapeutic advances, the prognosis remains dismal; the average survival time after diagnosis is 

characteristically only five to eight months. Both splenic infarction and abscess are very rare 

complications of pancreatic cancer. In this case of splenic infarction, the possible source of emboli 

should be carefully investigated. In addition, splenic abscess must be suspected in patients with 

splenic infarction, especially if the infectious signs persist despite appropriate treatment. Rapid 

diagnosis and treatment are essential as its course can prove fatal. The patient presented herein had 

a splenic infarct and abscess as complications of pancreatic tail carcinoma. The treatment of choice 

was splenectomy and distal pancreatectomy with resection of involved organs. The variability in 

clinical presentation and imaging studies warrants consideration of this entity in the differential 

diagnosis of many splenic and pancreatic lesions. 
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